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MANY a political deal was made behind the scenes at the Parkview Hilton in Hartford, with hopes for office realized or dashed. Cabinet officials, vice presidents and presidents were among the hotel's visitors. But now it is to meet the same fate as two of Connecticut's other landmark meeting places: the auction block. 

The sale of the 36-year-old Parkview Hilton, scheduled for Tuesday, will follow the recent auctions of the Winchester Hotel in Winsted and the venerable White Hart Inn in Salisbury. 

The 401-room Parkview Hilton, with its distinctive aqua glass front, was long a premier luxury hotel in Hartford. But the 16-story building now stands vacant; its contents were sold earlier this year. 

The auction of the hotel and the two-acre parcel it stands on has elicited interest from around the nation, said Joel Zegart, president of JBS & Associates, a real estate auction firm based in Chicago, which is handling the auction. The minimum bid will be $25.5 million, he said. 
Prime Real Estate 

The Parkview Hilton, on a corner parcel with both the State Capitol and Bushnell Park in view, is the ''Mona Lisa of the real estate world in Hartford,'' Mr. Zegart said. 

While the hotel could be reopened, the prime real estate is the main draw, he said. Mr. Zegart predicted that the building would probably be razed and replaced with a large office-retail complex. 

The hotel, originally called the Statler Hilton, was purchased and renovated in 1981 by Chase Enterprises, said Cheryl Chase Freedman, executive vice president of the Hartford real estate and broadcasting company. The Parkview has 14 meeting rooms, including Hartford's largest ballroom, plus two restaurants, retail space and a three-story garage. 

Ms. Freedman's company closed the hotel last December, she said, after deciding to pull back from the hotel business, and because needed renovations would be too costly. 

Right from the start, the Parkview Hilton served as a nucleus for politics in Connecticut, both Democratic and Republican, said Bob Conrad, a syndicated political columnist. 

''The state conventions would be held in the ballroom, but all the political finagling went on up and down the floors of the Hilton,'' he said. ''There was a lot of intrigue, if you will, that took place inside of those upstairs suites. Deals were made.'' 

The Hilton's ballroom was often the site for the Democrats' big annual fund raiser, the Jefferson-Jackson-Bailey dinner, named for Thomas Jefferson, Andrew Jackson and John M. Bailey, the longtime state party chairman who died in 1975. 

''I shook hands with Richard Nixon in the mezzanine when he was President,'' Mr. Conrad said. ''It was not uncommon for people at the highest level nationally to make appearances at the Hilton, people like cabinet members, presidents and vice presidents.'' 

The hotel will be auctioned off in the ballroom of its former competitor, the nearby Summit Hotel, at 1 P.M. on Tuesday. Those seeking to bid must bring a $3,000 certified or cashier's check. 

The other Connecticut meeting places that were recently auctioned had illustrious histories that went back to the 1800's. In the Winsted section of Winchester, the yellow-brick Winchester Hotel was the most fashionable building around when it opened in 1898. It was sold in March for $400,000 to the sole bidder, Joseph Barbier, of Torrington, a contractor who is turning it into a 24-unit low- and moderate-income apartment house. 

'The Place to Stay' 

The building had been vacant for several years and was deteriorating. But when it opened, it served as an important stop for travelers who were going by railroad from Winchester to Poughkeepsie, N.Y., said George Sherwood, a longtime Winchester resident who is also a local postmaster. 

''It was seen back then as a very modern hotel,'' he said. ''There were fine exclusive shops on the first floor and a fancy dining room, too. There were elevators, and all the things you would expect. It was definitely the place to stay. I don't know why it fell out of general acceptance and became rather raggy.'' 

The auction, held on the ground floor of the hotel, was a ''five-minute affair'' that attracted about 50 spectators, said William J. Reilly, executive director of the town's housing authority, who was among them. 

''It will be good for the town to have the hotel renovated and back into use as housing again,'' Mr. Reilly said. 

Like the Parkview Hilton, the White Hart Inn in Salisbury attracted many notables, although most came on unofficial business, to visit their children enrolled in one of the nearby private schools. One such visitor was Edsel Ford, who was so impressed with the inn that he bought it and ran it in the mid-1930's, said John Harney, another one of the inn's former owners. On June 3, 1989, the inn's current proprietors Terry and Juliet Moore, purchased it for just over $1.1 million at an auction on the inn's front lawn. 

'The Emotional Center' 

''Terry and Juliet are doing a super job,'' said Mr. Harney, who owned the inn from 1960 to 1983. ''They've brought back the old feeling it had for so many years, which was really Salisbury.'' 

After Mr. Harney sold the inn, it went through several ownership changes. The last owner filed for bankruptcy, and the inn was closed from 1988 until the Moores reopened it in February. 

The White Hart is ''not only the physical center of town, but also the business center, the philosophical center and the emotional center,'' Mr. Harney said. ''Nobody realized it until after it closed, the void it had left. People took it for granted until, suddenly, it wasn't there.'' 

The White Hart was built in 1800 and used as an inn from 1867 on, he said. The popular tap room ''attracted everybody from Henry Ford and the Rockefellers on down to the carpenter, the plumber, the workingman,'' Mr. Harney said. 

''There's always been very prominent people who have stayed here,'' he said. ''The place just reeks of history.'' 

But after the inn closed, the townspeople became downhearted, said the town's historian, Virginia Moskowitz. 

''We were used to having it for so many years, and then it was so dark and gloomy,'' she said. ''Everyone is so happy to have it back. Landmarks are so very important to a town.'' At the time of the auction, the Moores were running a restaurant just over the border in Massachusetts. 

''We were very aware of the White Hart, and we were always in love with it,'' Mrs. Moore said. ''So when we heard it was up for auction, we gave it our best shot.'' 

About 30 people attended the auction, but it soon became a contest between the Moores and another bidder. The bidding started at $635,000, and ''there were 81 bids between us,'' Mrs. Moore said. ''People say the color just drained from me,'' she said. She said she enjoys owning a landmark. 

''What is so much fun is that everyone who comes in has an anecdote or a wonderful story about how they were married here, or met their first date here, or had a bridal shower here,'' Mrs. Moore said. ''People have really identified with it.'' 
