NEW YORKS “WELCOME”

.YEW. YORK has.been .called the
friendless “clty, but it a new
assoclation formed to welcome
. etra.ngers has-_{ts way, this is

golng to be the rrlendliest city
ln the world. Thirty ot New York’s
Iudlng organizations ha.ve combined to
‘n&rry out a program intended to make
‘ﬁeople like New York and want to re-
Wirn. They say that the trouble is not
iy New York’s treatment of the visitor
within its gates, but in misconceptions
‘lbout so big a city. And little annoy-
idrcas often are exaggerated lnto ap-
pnrent_ly serlous ‘matters.

“Mhe Hotel Assoclation, comprlsing 114
’61 the largest hostelries, took the in-
'!ﬂatlve in ‘bring these forces together
g,,nd unifying them to accomplish a come-
-!non end—that of representing New York

it really is to those who lve in
\qlher cities. At the same time, 'the
movement is calculated to create a bet-
ter understanding of New York by New
orkers themselves.

'I‘here are more than 120,000, 000 visi-

TS comlng to New York™ every year,
acgording to figures given out by the
Mgrchants' Association, based on _rec-
,_ords of steamship, ferry and other lines.
' Figures for 1021 were 138,807,051, or
more than the population of the United
Btetes. In other words, the whole
pppula.tion of the nation could have
<come .to New York and a third of it
mnde 8 second visit.

Taking the initiative in the * Welcome.
Btranger '’ movement, the Hotel Asso-
-efation - decided that there was much
mlsundersta.ndlng both of New York's
facllitles and of its desire to share its
..dxantages with visitors. A collection
oz cllpplngs gathered from all over the
eountry. indicated. how this frame of
‘mind crops out in distant sections. One
elipping, from a large- dally in - the
Bouth, told of the * crime wave ™ as if
uw visitor to New York was-in danger
of his life. The Hotel Association will
@eek to correct that impression by
sending out statistlcs showing that only
-&° few of the millions of strangers in
New York during the last year had any-
‘thfng ‘happen to them. '

_"‘ "The * Welcome, Stranger '* forces ex-

‘pect to correct many evils. Taxi rates

are to be further regulated if they have

"“fheir -way, public porters put out of

bisiness -and bellboys who are caught

'Ittemptlng' to satisfy the thirst of visit-
ors will he discharged.

The necessity for the campalgn, the
committee argues, may be found in brief
in a comnmunication from Dr. Royal S.
ccpeland Health Commissioner. N
7+ pPraquently T have letters from people

......

asklng if I think it is safe for them to
eome to New York City and bring their

‘children,” he said. ‘‘No doubt the

average person thinks there are more

“gunmen in New York than they had on

| tbe plains when Kit @Garson was alive."”

. =Pr. Copeland’'s thoughts on advertising
Wew York .to the world have. been
:ummed in these queries:

1 Do yvou.realize that the infant death
ra.te in New York is lower than it is in
c.ny other great city in the world?

;% Do.you know that the death rate in

New York City 1s the lowest of any
great city in the world"

“Do you Kknow that we have .the
.purest water, the purest -and best milk,
the best guarded food supplies of any
city In the world?

‘“ Do you know that every food handler
in New York City is examined by the
Board of Health to make sure he is free
from disease?

“* Do you know. that when . a visitor
comes here he Is better guarded, as re-
gards his health and safety, than in
any other place? No matter where he
comes from he is better off here than
he is.at home.”

The ** Welcome, Stranger '’ forces say
that the misinformation of the country
about the real New York is amazing.
They have clippings telling of the most
tanciful orgies. Other clippings tell of
bad sanitary and health conditipns; still

a great number of lives, and opposing
camps declare that Nzw York is dying
of thirst and flowing with alcohol.

As a great majority  of visifors spend
their time in New York hotels, this in-
dustry “was charged with the responsi-
bility of taking the initistive. in bring-
ing together civic and other forces to
educate the country about the real New
quk.

The ‘‘ Welcome, Stranger’’ forces ex-
pect to reach two ..;.g'lasses_ of visitors,
those coming for business and the others
for pleasure. On the business side, the
Merchants Association is represented
and it already has been busy with its
convention and other bureaus. The
Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce and th
New York Board of Trade and Trans-
portation are co-operatlng

The New York Central and Pennsyl-
vanja Railroads are represented on the
committee. The New York Central is
actively engaged in telling the stranger
about New York. It has a publicity sys-
tem which supplied every Chamber of
Commerce along the system with ma-
terial about New York's business con-
ditlons. The 'Pennsylvania is active,
toco. The Long Island road, for example,
keeps the commuting population of its
territory informed of any changes af-
fecting commuters, even to the closing
hours of Broadway theatres.

The Automobile Club of America will,
,of course, seek to tell the motoring
- world about conditions in New. York.
The Departmert of Health and Poiice
'Department. the Rotary Club, the
'American Bankers Assoclation are in-
cluded in the movement, and the Met-
.ropolltan Museum, the Library, Botani-
'cal Garden, Columbia University ‘and
' similar institutions are preparing infor-
‘mation for the ** Welcome, Stranger”
Committee to -liroa:gcast.

Steamship lines will co-operate to the
extent of furnishing travelers with in-
formation, which is expected to mean
that travelers will stay here longer fo
partake of the opportunities New York
offers for business or pleasure before
embarking for other points.

The large number of conventions held

in New York to a great extent are
known only to the interested groups.

others indicate that sulcide waves claim

The ‘‘ Welcome, Stranger ' Committee
‘will undertake to widen the interest of
visiting ‘delegatés. The National Mer-
chandise Exposition, Aug. 7 to 25, will
bring thousands of merchandise men to
the city. Before the ‘‘Welcome,
‘Stranger ”’ Committee started. its activi-
ties the convention*delegates would have

devoted most of their time to shopping

excursions in the stores or wholesale
houses. There would have been theatre
parties, too, and the usua.l dinners. Un-
der the new plan the * Welcome,
Stranger ’’ Committee intends to call
*the attention of every delegate to all the
interedts of New York—art museums,
music, educati nal facilities, health, &e.,

so that when a delegate leaves ‘he will.

carry with him 'a truer picture of New
York than he has obtained from read-
Ing of ‘ crime waves,” sulcides, orgles
and the llkes.

As it would be hlghly improper to dn-
vite a person.to be your guest without
having made preparations to receive him,
the ‘“ Welcome, Stranger '’ Committee in-
tends to put. its own house in order.
The first move is to drive out the pub-
lic porters, not the red caps of the rail-
road  terminsals, but fhe men who are
licensed by the city under an old. law.
Investigation has disclosed that ‘they
are responsible for many of the troubles
of the visitor to New York.

Arriving at the Grand <Central Ter-
minal or the.Pennsylvania Station, a
person on his or her first visit to New
York often is misdirected to lodging
houses. and questionable plac2s on the
porter’'s statement that ‘‘there's a big
convention in'town, and all the hotels
are crowded.””. The nvporters get a fee
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‘accidents is to be eliminated if possi-

llegal.-

‘Judgments for injuries.

“apportunity

from the chea.per hotels a.nd lodglngr
houses for each guest :

E. M. Statler, the hotel man, relatee
an experlence whlch illustrates the nec-
essity, \the * Welcome, Stranger ” Coms
mittee says, for its work., Mr. Statler,.
comlng‘ to New - York recently, sought to
test’ a Pullman conductor's ‘knowledge'
of the city and its hotel facilities.

‘“I haven't made a reeervatlon, and I
wonder if you can tell me a good hotel
where I can get a room,”’” Mr. Statler
explained to the conductor, who was ‘in
doubt; tra.vel was heavy and the hotels
were undoubtedly Jammed, he said.

““While hé was telling me that I
might not be, able to get a room at any
good hotel, T had rooms vacant at the
Pennsylvania,” said ‘Mr, Statler. *1It
Is this kind of thing that we think the
committee will overcome through co-
operation with  railfoads and its em-
ployes. Of all persons, the railroad em-
ployes ought to be :among the best post-
ed on the living situation in New York.”

Besides the public porters, considered
an' unnecessary evil, the *‘ Welcome
Stranger '’ Committee 13 going after the
taxicab operators. Criticlsm about rates,
overcharges and lack of responsibility in

ble. - The Hotel Association just now
is fighting the Allied Taxi Owners' As-
sociation, which is trying to have the
new bohding bill for taxicabs declared
The bill provides that motor
vehicles cdfrying passengers for hire
must give a bond of $2,600 against
The Hotel As-
sociation says that such a law will elimi-
nate many morally and ﬁnancially ir-
responsible chauffeurs.

In other words, New York is. golng to!
be made still safer and saner for visl-;
tors and, at the same time, the visitors'
are going to be told about it at every

through the ** Welcome_,.!
‘moveément. |

Stranger '’




